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EU FORMAL 
COMPETENCES01



SPATIAL PLANNING : NOT AN EU COMPETENCE

04/ 2024

Titre de la  présentation
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Only legal basis related   

Art 174. Treaty EU: 

Strengthen EU economic, social 

and territorial cohesion

 Cohesion Policy



EU POLICIES FOR 
TERRITORIAL & URBAN 
COOPERATION02



TERRITORIAL COOPERATION

1999 2011 2020



TERRITORIAL COOPERATION

04/2024

Titre de la présentation
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© Mission Opérationelle Transfrontalière 2015



URBAN DEVELOPMENT
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TREND: INCREASING 
IMPACT OF EU 
LEGISLATIONS03



FIRST EU LEGISLATIONS
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1st SEVESO Directive

1982

1992

Service Directive

2006

2019 



The impact of EU regulations and 
policies on land use in cities

What lessons for the Urban Agenda for the EU 
and intergovernmental cooperation?



Europeanisation of spatial planning
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Spatially relevant legislation (current examples)
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Example: Mapping land use impact of EU 
policies in the Netherlands

Adapted from Ivanov et al., 2023, p. 126



EXAMPLE 1: NATURE RESTORATION REGULATION

03/06/2025 16

Article 8 - Restoration of urban ecosystems

By 2030… no net loss (compared to 2024)

From 2031… increasing trend … until « satisfactory level »

• in urban green space (at national level)

• in urban tree canopy cover (in each urban ecosystem area)

Definitions

Geographical areas covered

Exemptions



EXAMPLE 2: NO NET LAND TAKE & SOIL
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EU Roadmap to a resource-
efficient Europe

2011

EU Soil strategy 2030

2021

EU Soil Monitoring Directive

2023



WHAT IS ON THE 
PIPELINE04



NEW PRIORITY « COMPETITIVENESS »

03/06/2025 22

Economic strategies: territorial blind
• Competitiveness Compass

• Industrial green deal

Legislation impacting planning
• Critical raw material act

• Net-zero industry act

• Industrial decarbonization Accelerator Act
• Circular economy Act

• Omnibus (green taxonomy, sustainable reporting)
• …..



NEW POLICIES WITH TERRITORIAL IMPACTS
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EU Agenda 

for Cities

EU 

affordable 

Housing 

Plan

Foresight study 

for 

EU territorial 

development 

vision

New 

Cohesion 

policy  

programs

EU

Port 

strategy

Climate 

adaptation 

Plan

EU 

Prepardness 

strategy



CONCLUSION

WHAT TO DO?
05



Better 
information for 

the planning field 

on EU policies and 

EU regulations 

impacting 
planning.

NEED TO BRIDGE THE GAP

1

European 
institutions 

should engage 

more and better 

with planners 

when developing 
and implementing 

EU regulations 

and policies that 

have an impact on 

cities.

2

Urban planning 
agencies should 

broaden their 

scope by building 

wider networks 

and alliances with 
local, national, and 

European 

partners.

3



NEED TO PROMOTE OUR WORK

04/2024

Titre de la présentation
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Metropolitan Agenda

Foresight for Europe

Expert and Network Groups

findings

Climate 

adaptation 

Plan

EU Agenda 

for Cities
EU 

affordable 

Housing 

Plan

EU 

Prepardness 

strategy

Circular 

economy 

act Foresight study 

for territorial 

development 

vision
New EU 

budget

New EU 

programs

Metropolitan

perspective



   Metropolitan (and macroregional) perspective

    Metropolitan perspective (political)

    City perspective

    Spatial planning perspective at all scales

Many others…..

NEED TO JOINING FORCES

Janvier 2024 27



En savoir plus sur Perspective, 
inscrivez-vous à la Newsletter

https://perspective.brusselshttps://perspective.brusselshttps://perspective.brussels

Thank you!

Contact

Alfredo Corbalan

Coordinator  European and international affairs

E: acorbalan@perspective.brussels

www.perspective.brussels

More about PlanningMatters:

www.perspective.brussels/planningmatters

@perspective.brussels 

https://perspective.brussels/
mailto:acorbalan@perspective.brussels
https://perspective.brussels/en/studies-and-observations/belgium-and-international/planningmatters
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