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Political leadership of EUROCITIES 

ExCom President: Burkhard Jung, Mayor of Leipzig

ExCom members, mayors of: Ghent, Tallinn, Sofia, Florence, 

Helsinki, Athens, Barcelona, Braga, Nantes, Oslo, Vienna

Forum chairs, vice mayors of:

• Culture, Ljubjana

• Economic Development, Valladolid

• Environment, Ghent

• Digital, Rotterdam

• Mobility, Madrid

• Social Affairs, Glasgow
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Engaging with Metropolitan Areas

«A new agenda is .. not just desirable but necessary: it can serve as a pioneering 

model for operational partnerships between the EU and local governments. This 

agenda must not be seen in opposition to other territorial approaches or rural 

development. On the contrary, cities are not islands: they are embedded in wider 

functional territories. The EU cities agenda should promote integrated territorial 

cooperation, especially at the metropolitan level and across administrative 

borders, ensuring policies support mutual reinforcement, not competition, among 

places.” 

«A more visible partnership between cities, metropolitan areas and their 

networks and EU legislators has the potential to create a well-functioning 

framework on urban affairs on European level, bringing the EU closer to citizens 

and enhancing efforts in localising the cities agenda.”
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Empower Cities to drive EU priorities

Urban areas face escalating challenges such as climate change, infrastructure 
pressure, socio-economic inequalities, and housing shortages.

Cities are crucial for delivering EU priorities like the Green Deal, digital 
transformation, and social cohesion.

Mechanism to mainstream the partnership approach of the Urban Agenda for the EU

Promoting multi-level cooperation and an enabling regulatory environment nationally 

and with the EU legislators
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Focus on macro-challenges

The agenda should focus on macro-challenges like climate-neutral cities, 
digitalisation, affordable housing, urban competitiveness, just urban 
transition, and security.

Solutions to these challenges should be co-created with cities through 
structured dialogue.

Policies should support mutual reinforcement among places, not 

competition.
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Funding and financing to deliver with cities

Embedding an urban dimension in the EU’s next investment framework and MFF

Ensure cities have access to dedicated EU and national resources 

• An ‘urban chapter’ within each national investment and reform plan

• Earmarking across all EU funds under shared management, minimum 15 % directly allocated 
to city-led development

Long-term, local investments in urban innovation and competition, with an urban 

investment platform to support cities in preparing investment-ready projects

Reforming national fiscal frameworks to enhance cities’ long-term investment 
capacity (borrowing rules, strategic investment planning, innovative revenue 

tools etc)
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Build local capacity for delivery

Establish a coherent framework for capacity-building that integrates all 
relevant EU funding streams.

Focus on tailored support for cities, including technical assistance, staff 
development, and peer-learning initiatives.
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More efficiency

Improve regulatory coherence and multi-level coordination on urban 

matters.

Streamline reporting requirements to reduce the burden on cities.

Develop a single portal for cities to provide indicators and information once.
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Unify urban governance structures at EU level

Establish a unified governance framework to bring together existing EU 
urban initiatives.

Create a high-level EU Urban Sounding Board to steer progress on macro-
challenges.

Strengthened European Commission capacity for urban policy

• A new Cities Directorate within DG REGIO

• Thematic urban teams within DG REGIO, linked to other relevant DG’s

03.06.2025 10



Oslo 2019

Det er lov å endre 
bakgrunnsfarge.

På sider med positiv 
logo benyttes alltid 
lyse bakgrunnsfarger.

Sørg alltid for god 
lesbarhet/kontrast 
og følg lovlige farge
kombinasjoner.

Institutionalise City participation in EU policy 
and innovation

Cities as policy makers instead of only policy takers

Cities as essential EU policy actors, ensuring their systematic engagement as 

stakeholders in policy design and implementation.

Scale up the European Urban Initiative (EUI) to fund urban pilot projects and support 

the replication of high-impact solutions.

Establish Urban Innovation Hubs to promote place-based innovation and 

entrepreneurial activity.
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Summary of EUROCITIES input relevant to METREX 

The power and 
potential of cities 
and metropolitan 
areas

Resources and 
delivery

Stronger City-EU 
cooperation

Engaging with Metropolitan 
Areas

Funding and financing to 
deliver with cities

Unify urban governance 
structures at EU level

Empower Cities to drive EU 
priorities

Build local capacity for delivery Institutionalise City 
participation in EU policy and 
innovation

Focus on macro-challenges More efficiency
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Shared Priorities Between EUROCITIES and 
METREX

Recognise Metropolitan Areas as Key Actors
Highlighting the strategic role of metropolitan areas in innovation, resilience, and 
delivering EU goals.

Strengthen Cross-Border and Functional Area Cooperation
Avdocating for governance models that beyond administrative boundaries to address 
urban challenges more effectively.

Institutionalise Multilevel Governance
Recognising metropolitan governance and stronger coordination between EU, national, and 
local levels as an asset.

Ensure Targeted Funding for Metropolitan Areas
Both recommend earmarking EU funds specifically for metropolitan partnerships and 
initiatives.
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Some differences between the networks’ input

EUROCITIES 

Focuses on macro-challenges such as climate neutrality, digitalisation, housing, 
competitiveness, and urban security are central to the new agenda.

Pushes for simplified reporting, advocating a unified reporting portal to reduce 

administrative load on cities.

METREX 

Emphasises thematic territorial action, around strategic themes like AI, 

preparedness, dual-use infrastructure, and inclusive growth, with a spatial planning lens.

Champions Spatial Planning as a Core Tool, as essential for aligning sectoral policies 
across metropolitan areas.
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