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Over the past century 
humanity has seen 
an incredible 
increase in wealth 
and personal well 
being



But this has come 
with a cost 
to earth's health 
and living 
systems



This is why 
Amsterdam aims to 
create an economy 
that works towards 
more happy people 
on a liveable planet

We call this the 
Donut City



Most solutions for a 
sustainable and just 
city are at hand we 
just need to help 
scale them



Amsterdam has been working on the circular economy 
for over a decade

https://www.amsterdam.nl/wonen-leefomgeving/duurzaam-amsterdam/publicaties-duurzaam-groen/amsterdam-circulair-documenten/?PagClsIdt=17394314
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We focus on 4 
key strategies in 
this transition

• Narrow the loop

• Slow the loop

• Close the loop

• Replace the material



We use 
transition 
thinking to 

catalyze 
change



We focus on the built 
environment, food and 
consumer goods 



The City has a large 
role and responsibility 
for reducing the harm 
caused by the built 
environment



And we know 
which 

interventions 
can help in 

reducing the 
impact 



And we know 
regulation will force 
us and the market to 
take steps if we want 
to add more  houses 
and infrastructure to 
the city



Which doesn’t 
only come from 
regulations but 
also through 
lawsuits



So what can we 
do and which 
policy levers 

are there for a 
city to use?



















Good policy can be the key 
to unlocking a sustainable 

future
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