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METREX – The Network of European Metropolitan Regions and Areas 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
XXVI Meeting of the METREX Managing Committee, Amsterdam, Saturday 17 May 2008 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Location Pakhuis De Zwijger (see Amsterdam Meeting maps) 

AMSTERDAM 
The Netherlands 

 
AGENDA NOTES 
 
SATURDAY 17 May 9.30 – 13.00 
 
 
1 ATTENDANCE AND APOLOGIES 
 
Members attending will be asked to sign the Sederunt and those unable to attend are asked to 
send their apologies by e-mail to the Secretary General at roger.read@eurometrex.org 
 
 
2 MINUTES OF THE ZARAGOZA MEETING 
 
The Zaragoza meeting of the Managing Committee took place on Saturday 27 October 2007.  
The Minutes have been placed on the METREX web site at www.eurometrex.org, in EN, and will 
be translated for downloading in DE|FR|IT|ES.   
 
Members are asked to bring copies of the Minutes with them to Amsterdam for approval 
 
 
3 INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 
 
3A European Neighbourhood Policy 
 
It was agreed at the Veneto (Vicenza) meeting that METREX would seek to arrange a meeting in 
Brussels with DG RELEX (External Relations).  The objective would be to invite colleagues from 
key metropolitan areas in the EU Neighbour States and to explore the common interests that 
might be progressed within the framework of the funding available through the EU 
Neighbourhood Policy. 
 
This initiative is being progressed by the Secretariat and may be included in the programme for 
2008 after discussion at the Managing Committee meeting 
 
 
3B METREX/Shanghai International Study Visit - 10-18 November 2007  
 
The President of METREX, Dr. Bernd Steinacher, led a delegation of 16 METREX colleagues, 
from 7 European metropolitan regions and areas, on the Shanghai Study Visit. The visit was 
hosted by the Shanghai Urban Planning Bureau (SUPB) and the Urban Planning Association.  
The Programme was arranged and managed by Alastair Wyllie, Head of Secretariat, and Xiaocun 
Ruan, from ds+v of Rotterdam City Council. Vincent Goodstadt, Head of European Relations, 
acted as Rapporteur and has produced a very comprehensive Report on the Study Visit.  This 
can de downloaded, in EN as a pdf, from the METREX web site. 
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Purpose of the Study Visit 
 
At the METREX 10th Anniversary Conference, at Szczecin in 2006, the Network decided that it 
would be appropriate to introduce an international dimension to its activities, where this would be 
relevant to European metropolitan affairs. METREX now has Members from some 50 of the 100 
recognised European metropolitan regions and areas and from almost all European countries. 
 
It is in this context that the Shanghai International Study Visit was arranged to offer METREX 
Members the opportunity to experience the impact of globalisation and urbanisation on one of 
China’s key areas of economic growth and to exchange knowledge and information on 
sustainability, and spatial planning and development practice, with colleagues from Shanghai. 
 
The following extracts from the Shanghai Report summarise the issues for consideration by the 
Managing Committee.  These will be elaborated on by the President and Vincent Goodstadt at 
the meeting. 
 
Implications for European Planning and METREX Work Programme 
 
Given the context of the study tour it would be wrong to draw hard and fast conclusions to be 
applied to the European context. In addition the extreme differences of scale and management 
relative to some of the smaller peripheral metropolitan regions and areas in Europe make 
comparisons difficult. However the METREX President has made it clear that we are facing global 
challenges economically, socially and environmentally and that we need to learn from others 
globally. Within this context, and based on our experience in Shanghai, some issues are worth 
giving greater consideration to in the European approach to metropolitan planning. These are not 
developed fully as concepts here but presented as discussion points for future METREX 
meetings. 
 
1 Economic Development Policy. The scale of economic activity and change gives greater 
 weight to the promotion of inter-city cooperation and "Coopetition". 
 
2 Social Cohesion Policy.  The long-term issue of an ageing population was raised in our 
 seminar session with Chinese colleagues. It was, however, clear that we Europeans 
 could not answer their question satisfactorily about what we were doing to plan for an 
 aging population. 
 
3 Environmental policy/Climate Change.  Despite the limitations of what was presented by 
 the consultants for the Dongtan Eco-city it was clear that there were a range of eco-
 techniques that might have relevance for European cities and the METREX project on 
 Climate Change/Urban Change (EUCO2 80/50). 
 
4 Implementation.  The capacity of the Chinese system to deliver major projects was 
 impressive. This was not just a function of a faster planning and decision-making process 
 (linked to a hierarchical governmental system). The speed of construction (e.g. the 
 Harbour Bridge) was also on a time-scale that Europe would only currently dream about. 
 There is, therefore, a need to revisit the work of the major projects Expert Group and 
 mainstream it within the future work of METREX. 
 
5 Future Co-operation. It is considered in the light of the study visit that it would be useful to 
 maintain the dialogue with Shanghai partners and they seem willing to consider this 
 subject to timing, purpose etc.  An invitation to the autumn London Conference would 
 seem appropriate in the light of its focus on Climate Change. 
 
Although the Study visit was a success for those who attended, a number of delegates withdrew 
after the budget was produced.  There was a resulting deficit, which will be explained to the 
Managing Committee.  A number of courses of action to balance the budget are being pursued. 
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3B (Addendum) METREX/Shanghai International Study Visit - 10-18 November 2007  
 
Ms. Xiaocun Ruan, from the Rotterdam Municipal Bureau of Urban Planning, was instrumental in 
making all the necessary contacts and arrangements in Shanghai to enable the 
METREX/Shanghai International Study Visit to take place last November. She has made 
suggestions for the further development of relationships with China and Shanghai, in Appendix 4, 
for the consideration of the Managing Committee.  Colleagues will find a summary of the 
Shanghai Feedback report, prepared by Vincent Goodstadt and already circulated, under item 3B 
in the full Managing Committee Agenda Notes. 
 
The outcome of the METREX/Shanghai Study Visit, and action arising, will also be for 
consideration by the Managing Committee. 
 
The Study Visit was not attended by as many METREX delegates as was envisaged when the 
budget was prepared.  The Study Visit was intended to be self-financing apart from the 
preparatory costs, which were carried by METREX.  In the event there was a deficit of some €7k 
and the Secretariat has been exploring the options for recovery of this with all prospective 
delegates, including those who traveled and those who did not. The full accounts for the 
Shanghai Study Visit, prepared by the Head of Secretariat, Alastair Wyllie, are attached as 
Appendix 5.  It should be noted that not all colleagues accept that they were prospective 
delegates, for example, colleagues from Helsinki. 
 
The financial outcome of the METREX Shanghai Study Visit will be reported to the Managing 
Committee for consideration   
 
 
3C Moscow International Seminar 
 
The International Co-operation Programme, signed at Szczecin, has been proceeding and a first 
Progress Report has been produced (see the METREX web site). 
 
The Secretariat will update the Managing Committee on the Co-operation Programme and any 
necessary action can then be considered and initiated 
 
 
4 EUROPEAN AFFAIRS  
 
4A Sixth Brussels Open Days 6-9 October 2008 - Regions and cities in a challenging 
 world 

To convey to the European institutions a joint vision of future European policy on economic, 
social and territorial cohesion as shared and implemented by partner regions and cities. 
 
1 Innovating regions. Promoting research, technological development and innovation  
2 Sustainable development. Regional responses to climate change  
3 Cooperation and networking. Exchange of best practice in regional development 
4 Looking forward. A European cohesion policy for tomorrow 
 
METREX has participated in the Open Days for the last three years, firstly as a contributor to the 
Workshop programme of DG Regio and thereafter as the METREX Conglomerate.  In order to be 
eligible as a Conglomerate it is necessary to have at least 8 partners from 5 EU countries.  The 
Secretariat sought expressions of interest in the 2008 Open Days programme from the 
membership but this did not reach the level required. In consequence the Network will not be 
participating in the Open Days process this year. 
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However, the Open Days programme has been growing over the years and it does provide a 
platform for the presentation and dissemination of ideas, experience and knowledge.  The 
EUCO2 project includes provision for participation in future Open Days for these purposes.  It 
would be appropriate to consider the Open Days for the dissemination of the outcomes and 
outputs of future METREX initiatives, such as the work of Expert Groups. 
 
The Managing Committee may wish to consider the basis for future METREX participation in the 
Brussels Open Days 
 
3D (Addendum plus e-mail) METREX/Washington Conference 
 
A short feedback Report will be circulated to colleagues before the Amsterdam Meeting on the 
outcome of the METREX/Washington Conference (9-12 April).  At the Conference the attached 
Declaration (Appendix 6) will be considered for signature by the parties. 
 
The outcome of the Washington Conference, and action arising, will be for consideration by the 
Managing Committee. 
 
Some 120 delegates attended the Washington DC Conference, held from 9-12 April 2008.  Eight 
METREX metropolitan regions and areas attended the event and made presentations, together 
with 19 US metropolitan areas.  The outcome was the attached Declaration. 
 
Subsequently, colleagues became aware of the EU Transatlantic civil society dialogues EU-USA 
programme, which could enable US colleagues to participate in the EUCO2 80/50 project, if it is 
approved by the Interreg IVC Secretariat in September.  An Application will be made to the 
European Commission (draft Summary attached).  This will be an additional item for 
consideration by the Managing Committee meeting on Saturday 17 May. 
 
4B ESPON 
 
In June last year METREX was invited to a Seminar in Bonn to review the ESPON 
Programme of the last 10 years and to consider how the Programme for 2007-2013 could be 
made more stakeholder orientated. Following the Seminar METREX submitted a short Discussion 
Note suggesting the following 6 research needs from a metropolitan perspective. 
 
Metropolitan dimension 
 
Need 1 - Metropolitan data 
Need 2 - Metropolitan definition 
Need 3 - Comparative consumption 
Need 4 - Comparative services of public interest 
Need 5 - Climate change/Urban change 
 
European dimension 
 
Need 6 - European spatial planning process 
 
The ESPON Programme for 2007-2013 was approved by the European Commission in 
November 2007 and a launch event was held in Brussels on 21 January 2008. The outcome 
was a call for projects and expressions of interest as follows. 
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ESPON 2013 Programme - Calls for proposals and Interest  
 
Proposals were invited for applied research projects on the following 6 themes. 
 
1 Cities and urban agglomerations - their functionality and development 
 opportunities for European competitiveness and cohesion 
2 Development opportunities in different types of rural areas 
3 Demographic and migratory flows affecting European regions and cities 
4 Climate change and territorial effects on regions and local economies 
5 Effects of rising energy prices on regional competitiveness 
6 Territorial impact assessment of policies 
 
Call for interest were also sought on the Knowledge Support System (pool of experts), 
Targeted Analysis and the ESPON 2013 Database. 
 
The submission of proposals and expression of interest is to be done by using a preprogrammed 
excel file, which is available on the ESPON website from 15 February 2008. The deadline for 
submitting proposals and express interest for these calls is 22 March 2008. For questions 
concerning the calls METREX colleagues are invited to send an email to content@espon.eu on 
project content or procedures@espon.eu concerning application procedures. 
 
This information was circulated to METREX Members at the beginning of February and 
colleagues from Szczecin, Krakow and Zaragoza have expressed an interest in ESPON themes 
1, 2, 3 and 6.  The Royal Town Planning Institute (RTPI) has been appointed as the UK ESPON 
contact point and a has brought to the attention of METREX a number of organisations that are 
looking for ESPON project partners.  These have been forwarded to the interested METREX 
colleagues. 
 
The UK ESPON contact point team have been invited to the Amsterdam MC meeting to explore 
the research/practitioner relationships that might be developed with ESPON.  METREX has 
advocated the setting up of an ESPON User Group to help with the targeting of research and its 
application by practitioners. 
 
4C (Addendum plus e-mail) DG Regio Hearing on Territorial Cohesion at the European 

Level - 15 April 2008 
 
DG Regio held a Hearing on Territorial Cohesion at the European Level on 15 April in Brussels.  
METREX submitted a written contribution (Appendix 7) and the hearing was attended by Dr. 
Jürgen Ludwig, of the Verband Region Stuttgart, on behalf of the Network. 
 
Dr. Ludwig will report to the Managing Committee on the outcome of the Hearing. 
 
METREX was invited to participate in the Hearing on 15 April 2008 and made the attached written 
submission.  Dr. Jürgen Ludwig, of the Verband Region Stuttgart, attended and has made the 
attached report on the outcomes.  This is again a matter for consideration by the Managing 
Committee (Secretary General e-mail of 4 May). 
 
5 METREX INITIATIVES AND PROJECTS 
 
5A EUCO2 80/50 project under Interreg IVC 
 
The EUCO2 80/50 project was duly submitted by the Lead Partner, the Metropolregion Hamburg, 
to the Interreg IVC Secretariat one week before the deadline of 15 January 2008.  It is 
consequently number 1 on the register of the 492 Applications received.  The project has 22 
Partners, including METREX, representing 21 metropolitan regions and areas.  The project is 
structured around a programme of Workshops in 4 Mitigation Areas, within which are 7 
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Interregional Mitigation Groups, with 3 partners in each.  The Workshop programme will allow 
Partners to assess their Greenhouse Gas (GHG) Emissions, explore mitigation scenarios to 
achieve the EU target of an 80% reduction by 2050 and consider preferred Metropolitan 
Mitigation Strategies. 
 
It is understood that decisions on Applications will not be made until July 2008 at the earliest.  
The project had been programmed to start in July but a start date, subject to project approval, 
now seems more likely in September/October 2008.  This delay would still enbale the project to 
be completed by the end of 2010 as intended. 
 
Because of the over ridding importance of the EUCO2 80/50 project, provision has been made for 
Observers to participate.  METREX holds the user rights to the GRIP model, which is the major 
policy-making tool and process around which the project is based (see the InterMETREX project 
extension that piloted GRIP).  In consequence, METREX Members can be Observers at no cost 
but will require to pay a fee of €5000 to run the GRIP model for their metropolitan area on line 
and to receive technical support to do so. 
 
METREX colleagues from Thessaloniki, Berlin-Brandenburg, Zurich, Bucharest, Mazovia 
(Warzawa) and Rhein-Neckar have expressed an interest in being Observers.  The project might 
accommodate up to 20 or so Observers and METREX Members could be invited to consider this 
option again when a decision on the Application is known 
 
 
5B PolyMETREXplus 
 
The Lead Partner, the Generalitat de Catalunya (through the IET), has now arranged for the 
printing and distribution of the output from the PolyMETREXplus project, the Framework for a 
polycentric metropolitan Europe.   
 
This can be downloaded from the METREX web site, in EN, and copies will be available at the 
Amsterdam Meeting.  Some Partners have arranged for the Framework to be produced in their 
own languages, through METREX, and this opportunity remains available.  This is an issue that 
could be further considered by the Managing Committee. 
 
 
5C Expert Groups 
 
Major Infrastructure in Metropolitan Regions 
 
The first meeting of the Expert Group on Major Infrastructure was held in Stuttgart from 22-24 
November 2006. A full Report on the meeting can be downloaded from the METREX web site 
together with the presentations that were made. 
 
Colleagues from the Verband Region Stuttgart, who initiated and organised the Expert Group and 
the first Workshop, could report to the Managing Committee on their intentions for future 
meetings 
 
 
5D (plus e-mail) Lisbon Indicators 
 
The Expert Group on Lisbon Indicators held a meeting, chaired by IAURIF, during the METREX 
Zaragoza Meeting and two Interim Reports have been published on the METREX web site.  
 
Colleagues from IAURIF and the Expert Group will report to the Managing Committee on the final 
outcome of the work of the Group  
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Dominique Lecomte who was in charge of international affairs in economics fields within IAURIF, 
retired at the end of 2007.  It is hoped that Dominique will be able to accept an invitation from 
METREX to attend the Amsterdam Meeting. 
 
Dominque Lecomte, of IAURIF, was invited to present the final Report of the Expert Group on 
Lisbon Indicators to the Amsterdam Managing Committee meeting.  It was also possible that the 
Group may have met in Amsterdam.  However, Dominique has indicated that only 2 of the 12 
partners have completed the inputs agreed at the last meeting in Zaragoza.  In consequence the 
final Report remains to be completed and this matter will be considered by the Managing 
Committee.  The Report as it stands can be downloaded from the METREX web site under the 
Activities of the Network button (from the Secretary General e-mail of 4 May). 
 
IAURIF is willing to continue to lead of the Economic Group, through Thierry Petit, and to keep 
working on the Lisbon indicators at the metropolitan level.  
 
IAURIF would also like to propose further exchange on new subjects to be defined, including the 
following. 
 
1 Intra-metropolitan territorial economic specialization. Which indicators are suitable to 
 evaluate their vulnerability? What are the main findings from partner areas? 
 
2 Large firms Headquarters and related units. We observe among our region a selective re-
 localization movement from large firms HQ. These movements concern only parts of 
 what used to be called the “headquarter”. As the historical headquarter is shrinking, the 
 HQ is becoming more multi-polar with large locations out of the traditional CBD. The 
 consequence of this is an extension of the economic core of the metropolis and an 
 accentuation of the spatial segregation. We would like to exchange experience about this 
 issue.  Do colleagues they observe the same phenomenon, what consequences on their 
 territories, which impact on their planning policies, especially the office real estate 
 development policy? 
 
The future work of the Economic Group could be discussed with colleagues from IAURIF at the 
Managing Committee meeting 
 
 
6 (plus e-mail) METREX AGENDA AND PROGRAMME (continued from the Veneto 

(Vicenza) MC meeting) 
 
It is suggested that consideration might be given to the Study Visit format on which earlier Expert 
Groups, such as Planning for Major Events, were based.  This involved the identification of a key 
issue of common interest to some 5 -10 partners and a 1-2 day Study Visit to include a local Case 
Study and supporting contributions from other partners.  The findings and conclusions were then 
documented by the Secretariat and published on the METREX web site. 
 
Examples of such potential Study Visit issues, drawn from Intentions, could include, 
 
1 Major Infrastructure - now being progressed through an Expert group led by the Verband 
 Region Stuttgart 
2 Integrated Metropolitan Strategies - could be related to the integrated Mitigation 
 Strategies emerging from the EUCO2 80/50 project 
3 Polycentric clusters and corridors - related to the outcomes and outputs of the 
 PolyMETREXplus RINA 
4 Metropolitan governance (and the related issue of polycentric governance) 
5 Metropolitan gateways and connectivity 
6 Sustainable urban transportation (see the earlier work of the METREX Expert Group led 
 by Stockholm)  
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7 Metropolitan competitiveness and sustainable economic development 
8 Metropolitan housing markets - demand and supply 
9 Planning for retailing at the metropolitan level (see the earlier preliminary METREX work 
 on this issue) 
10 Planning for social change - demographic and migration led change 
11 Greening metropolitan areas - environmental corridors and spaces 
12 Renewable energy supplies (related to the EUCO2 80/50 project) 
 
The Managing Committee could give consideration to the best way to take forward networking on 
issues of common interest (note that this issue was also considered at the Zaragoza meeting) 
 
Colleagues from IAURIF have made a specific proposal for a series of Metropolitan Development 
Workshops on Large scale urban development projects - exchange of case study experience 
(see Appendix 3 for details) 
 
Colleagues from Berlin-Brandenburg have written to make the following suggestions for future 
Network activities.  These can also be considered at the Managing Committee meeting when 
presentations will also be made on them. 
 
Point 6 of the Amsterdam Managing Committee Agenda describes present and future key issues 
to worked out at the basis of Study Visits and Expert Groups. To put this into effect we could see 
needs and possibilities of integration and linking following issues: 

• Perspectives of the renewal of the TEN priorities until 2008 and the quality of accessibility 
of metropolitan regions  

• Role and quality (benchmarking?) of so called “Green corridors” by EU Commission (see 
Action Plan Logistic, resolution dated 18/10/2007)  

• Role and new perspectives of Metropolitan regions within European Corridors of 
development (remember also Roger Read’s sketch from 2000 about corridors and 
parallels)  

• Sustainable solutions for land use in metropolitan regions 

Due to these items and the next Conference we also think about thematic engagement in the 
following issue and we would by very happy if you could follow this idea: 
  
Sustainable interim land use in metropolitan regions: Creative solutions of temporary land using 
until final vision by planners 
 
We could imagine one workshop with examples e.g.  

• Glasgow and Clyde Valley Structure Plan Joint Committee: Spotlights of the working 
process on conversion, tasks, results, bottlenecks (Grahame Buchan told about a new 
focus on conversion)  

• Best practices of “after using land use”, e.g. Olympic sites and areas of London, Moscow 
or other metropolises  

• Innovative conceptions, urban pioneers and interim land use, e.g. planned closed airport 
areas Berlin-Tempelhof and Stockholm Brömma  

We will describe the idea in short sketch with key questions and expected outcome (Secretary 
General e-mail of 4 May). 

 
7 FINANCIAL REPORT, ACCOUNTS AND AUDIT FOR 2006 
 
7A Financial Report and Accounts 
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METREX has had some difficulties, over recent years, in coping with the cash flow requirements 
of Interreg projects.  It has generally taken some 9-12 months from the submission of a co-
funding claim until the receipt of Interreg co-funding. Participants in Interreg projects are warned 
in the current Interreg IVC Programme Manual to ensure that they have sufficient liquidity to 
cover such delays.  The President wrote to all Members in December 2007 to explain that, in 
promoting and participating in the EUCO2 80/50 project, the Network will need to have as much 
of its subscription income in place by March 2008 as is possible. 
 
METREX Accounts and the Financial Report (Income and Expenditure and Profit and Loss) for 
the yera ending 31 December 2007 are attached as Appendix 1 (to follow) for the consideration of 
the Managing Committee.  The Shanghai Study Visit deficit (see item 3b) will also need to be 
considered 
 
 
7B METREX audit for 2007 
 
The METREX Treasurer/Auditor, Olli Lahtinen of Helsinki City Council, will report on the audited 
METREX income and expenditure for the financial period 1 July to 31 December 2007 
 
 
8 ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 
8A (plus e-mail)  Dates for Meetings/Conferences in 2007/2008 
 
9-12 April 2008  Washington Seminar/Conference on Climate Change 
 
The President, METREX Members and the Secretary General attended the Washington 
Conference, which was a USA follow up to the Hamburg Conference, in November 2007, on 
Climate Change.   
 
There is no longer serious doubt that global climate change is one of the greatest challenges of 
our generation and that a great majority of greenhouse gas emissions in developed countries 
emanate from urban regions.  Regional councils are uniquely positioned to develop and 
implement innovative climate change mitigation and adaptation policies.  In that context, the first 
U.S. – European Conference of Metropolitan Regional Councils endeavors to, 
  
1 Find, analyze and exchange innovative climate, energy and sustainable development 
 policies and practices between North American and European metropolitan regions; 
 
2 Promote climate and sustainable development research, policy and exchange 
 mechanisms among North American and European regions; 
 
3 Initiate the first transatlantic network of metropolitan regional councils. 
 
The President and the Secretary General will report on the outcomes and outputs of the 
Conference to the Managing Committee 
 
Some 120 delegates attended the Washington DC Conference, held from 9-12 April 2008.  Eight 
METREX metropolitan regions and areas attended the event and made presentations, together 
with 19 US metropolitan areas.  The outcome was the attached Declaration. 
 
Subsequently, colleagues became aware of the EU Transatlantic civil society dialogues EU-USA 
programme, which could enable US colleagues to participate in the EUCO2 80/50 project, if it is 
approved by the Interreg IVC Secretariat in September.  An Application will be made to the 
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European Commission (draft Summary attached).  This will be an additional item for 
consideration by the Managing Committee meeting on Saturday 17 May. 
 
 (From the Secretary General e-mail of 4 May) 
 
15-18 October 2008 METREX London bi-ennial Conference.    
   Theme - Climate change/Urban change 
  
The London Conference will be a major METREX event with distinguished speakers already 
confirmed.  These include, 
 

• D Ahner, Director General of DG Regio  
• Professor Norman Davies CMG, historian, academic and author of the best selling 

History of Europe.  
• Professor Sir David King FRS, formerly Chief Scientific Adviser to the UK Government, a 

member of the International Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) and now Director of the 
newly created School of Enterprise and Environment, Oxford University. Joint author of 
The Hot Topic. 

• Mayer Hillman, Senior Fellow Emeritus, Policy Studies Institute and author of How we 
can save the planet. 

 
The dates for the Conference have now been confirmed with the GLA and will be, as previously 
intimated, 15-18 October 2008 in City Hall.  The Conference hotel will be the Tower (see 
www.guoman.com/the-tower/), which is directly across the River Thames from City Hall.  It is a 
short walk across Tower Bridge.  London hotel prices are, unfortunately, very high but there are 
lower cost options nearby including the Premier Inn, Tower Bridge Road.  
 
Conference registration will open on the METREX web site on Monday 2 June.  It will be 
possible to download a hotel booking form and a METREX Conference fee Invoice.  It will almost 
certainly be necessary for METREX to levy a Conference fee because of the cost of support 
services such as languages and catering.  The Conference budget, shared with the GLA, will be 
reported to the Amsterdam Managing Committee meeting for approval.   
 
The draft Programme is attached and colleagues will see that the Network has been fortunate to 
secure the participation of a number of exceptional Keynote speakers who will address the 
Conference on the Friday. 
 
The Thursday will, as usual, be the host’s day and will include an orientation visit to key locations 
illustrating key issues.  The Programme includes more time for open discussion than at previous 
Conferences in response to representations made by Members. 
 
(From the Secretary General e-mail of 4 May) 
 
Spring 2009  Paris 
Autumn 2009  Wroclaw 
 
Spring 2010  Baltic States (see Appendix 2) 
 
The possibility of a combined Meeting and Study Tour of the Baltic States has been explored with 
METREX colleagues.  Options include a two or three centre week long tour to Vilnius, Riga and 
Tallinn.  These options can be discussed in more detail at the Managing Committee meeting. 
 
Autumn 2010  METREX Hamburg bi-ennial Conference  
 
The Hamburg Conference will enable the dissemination of the outcomes and outputs of the 
EUCO2 80/50 project. 
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Appendix 1 

 

 

INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT 
for the year ended 31 December 2007 
 
 
 
 ! ! ! 
 
OPENING BANK BALANCE 

   
   (82,778) 

    
MANAGEMENT     
Income 

Subscriptions 
 

268,500 
  

 Interest received 160   
 Project co-funding   73,364   
  342,024  
Expenditure    
 Sec re ta ry General 49,572   
 C o m m unications & management 47,882   
 Project support - co-funded 129,340   
 Project support - networking 4,608   
 Interpretation & translation 24,434   
 Travel, accommodation & subsistence 39,561   
 Printing & copying -   
 P o s t age, stationery & telephone 4,416   
 A c countancy 12,049   
 M isce l l aneous expenses   16,649   
 
 

  
328,511 

 

 
SURPLUS/(DEFICIT) 

  
     13,513 

 

    
CONFERENCES    
 I n c o me 
 E x penditure 

- 
           - 

 
 

 

   
           - 

 

 
NET INFLOW/(OUTFLOW) OF FUNDS 

   
13,513 

 
EXCHANGE DIFFERENCE 

   
        

5,943 
 
CLOSING BANK BALANCE 

   
    (63,322) 
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PROFIT AND LOSS ACCOUNT 
for the year ended 31 December 2007 
 
 
 
 Budget for year  Actual for period 

 

 €  €  €  €  

MANAGEMENT      

Income 
Subscriptions 
Interest received 
Project co-funding  

 
234,000 

 
  25,000 

 
 
 

259,00 0  

 
248,600 

160 
  32,747 

 
 
 

281,50 7  

 
Expenditure 

    

 Sec re ta ry Genera l  50,000   50,579   

 C o m m unications & manageme n t  30,000   59,352   

 Project support - co-funded  65,000   102,96 0   

 Project support - networking 20,000   4,608   

 Interpretation & translat ion  35,000   21,833   

 Travel, accommodation & subsistence  30,000   41,462   

 Printing & copying  1,000   -   

 P o s t age, stationery & telephon e  5,000   4,465   

 A c countanc y  7,000   10,305   

 M isce l l aneous expenses    14,000     13,532  

 
 

 
 

 
257,000 

  
 309,096 

 
SURPLUS/(DEFICIT)  

  
2,000  

  
   (  27,589) 

 
CONFERENC E  

    

Income                 -   

Expenditure                          -  

 
 

  
 

  
-  

 
CURRENCY FLUCTUATION  

  
(  1,000) 

  
         5,266 

 
PROFIT/(LOS S )  

  
    1,000 

  
   (  22,323) 
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Appendix 2 
 
Options for a spring 2010 METREX Study Visit/Meeting in the Baltic States 
 
 
Introduction 
 
When METREX was founded in 1996 the Baltic Sates had just regained their independence and 
in 2004 they joined the European Union.  Over the last decade or so the Baltic States have 
transformed their economies and way of life.  Riga is a long standing Member of METREX and 
Vilnius has participated in many METREX activities, particularly the Interreg projects.  Helsinki 
has developed close relations with Tallinn. 
 
Purpose of the Study Visit/Meeting 
 
To develop a better understanding of the driving forces for change in the Baltic States, their 
spatial planning and development implications and the strategies and policies adopted in 
response to these.  
 
Options - from discussions with colleagues from Vilnius, Helsinki and Stockholm and with 
METREX Ambassador Fred de Ruiter 
 
Essentially the Study Visit could either cover all three States and their capital metropolitan areas 
(Tallinn, Riga, Vilnius) in one location or travel to each of them.  The visit might also be limited to 
two rather than three states and metropolitan areas.  However, there would seem to be merit in 
trying to cover all three for the purposes of comparison and a more complete understanding. 
 
Option1 - Three centres in one location 
 
This would mean extending a normal METREX Meeting (Wednesday evening to Saturday 
lunchtime) by perhaps one day.  The Thursday is normally the host's day and it would be 
necessary to extend the Meeting by an extra day to allow all three host areas time for 
presentations (half a day each) and an orientation visit.  It would mean arriving on the Tuesday 
evening for the Meeting rather than the Wednesday evening.  If only two centres are included 
then it might be possible to do this within the normal Meeting timescale. 
 
Option 2 - Three separate centres 
 
This would mean including parts of two weekends for travel and a full week's Study Visit. It would 
not involve that much more time (the Monday) than the three-centres/one location option.  The 
Programme could be as follows. 
 
Sunday - Travel to Vilnius.  
 
Monday - Vilnius presentation/discussion and orientation visit. 
 
Tuesday - Morning travel to Riga by coach (400km app).  Afternoon free. 
 
Wednesday - Riga presentation/discussion and orientation visit. 
 
Thursday - Travel to Tallinn by coach (400km app). Afternoon free. 
 
Friday - Tallinn presentation/discussion and orientation visit. 
 
Saturday - Managing Committee meeting and return travel from Tallinn or boat to Helsinki and 
return travel from there. 
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Appendix 3 
 
Large scale urban development projects - exchange of case study experience 
 
 
Background 
 
The Urban Planning and Development Agency for the Paris Île-de-France Region (IAURIF) 
organised an international Conference in Paris on What Large Scale Urban Projects in the Paris 
Region ? European Experiences (see 1 below).  This conference followed the publication, in June 
2007, of Volume 146 of Les Cahiers de l'IAURIF on Large Scale Development Projects, Drivers 
of Change in City Regions (see 2 below). 
 
Project proposal 
 
During the Conference partners from London, Sir Peter Hall and Sebastian Loew, suggested that 
we should go further into our mutual understanding of how our cities are developing by comparing 
concrete cases on both sides both the Channel. This is the idea behind the IAURIF proposal to 
set up some kind of Metropolitan Development Workshops, the first session being a London 
Region/Paris Region Workshop next June (week 24 - dates to be decided quickly). The second 
could be with Amsterdam before the end of 2008. 
  
The aim would be to get, in a short time (3 days, 1,5 days per city with Eurostar), with a limited 
number of experts (15-20 persons), a better knowledge of the context and conditions of planning 
in our city-regions, starting our works by a few well-documented case studies. The framework of 
questions would be, 
 
 Governance (who is responsible?) 
 Conception and planning (how was the project conceived?) 
 Financing (who pays for what?) 
 Results (quality, sustainability, regional impact) 
  
Recent developments in the Plaine Saint-Denis/Paris Nord-Est would be the cases studies for the 
Paris Region. Royal Arsenal (Greenwich) and Rochester Riverside (Medway), both in Thames 
Gateway, would be the London Region cases. 
 
IAURIF would be keen if the METREX network could get involved and support this programme.  
 
Contact 
 
Paul Lecroart 
Senior Urban Planner 
Urban and Regional Planning Agency for the Paris Ile-de-France Region (IAURIF) 
15 rue Falguière 
75740 PARIS Cedex 15 
Tel : +33(0)1 7749 7876 
paul.lecroart@iaurif.org  
www.iaurif.org <http://www.iaurif.org>   
 
 
1 See IAURIF website pages in French 
  www.iaurif.org/fr/savoirfaire/etudesenligne/grands_projets_urbains/index.htm 
 <http://www.iaurif.org/fr/savoirfaire/etudesenligne/grands_projets_urbains/index.htm>  
 English translation coming soon. 
 
2 See: http://www.iaurif.org/en/doc/studies/cahiers/cahiers_146/ 
 <http://www.iaurif.org/en/doc/studies/cahiers/cahiers_146/ 
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Appendix 4 
 
Proposal for further cooperation with urban planning organizations in China   
 

Ms. Xiaocun Ruan, Rotterdam Municipal Bureau of Urban Planning, Housing and Traffic 
The Netherlands 

 
METREX had a very successful Shanghai Study Visit last November. According to my experience 
it has been very well organized by Shanghai Municipal Urban Planning Administration Bureau 
and Shanghai Urban Planning Trade Association. We have visited many projects and these 
projects were well explained and we were accompanied by our Shanghai colleagues. Directors of 
different level organizations have received us and joined our Seminars. For instance, Director Liu 
Shanghai Municipal Urban Planning Administration Bureau and Mr. Geng from Shanghai Urban 
Planning Trade Association and Prof. Wu form Tongji University, who is the chief planner of the 
World Expo 2010. We appreciate very much that they spend time for our visit.  
 
We have also exchanged our ideas on many ‘hot’ issues in urban development. Our Chinese 
colleagues are interested to share their experience with us and would like to learn something 
from us. China is not more an isolated country but plays an important role in the world economy, 
trade and politics. This is the reason that they have spend much time to organize the METREX 
Study Visit and they would like to build a relationship to foster further cooperation with European 
Urban Planning organizations.  
 
Benefits for METREX in having further cooperation with Chinese Colleagues  
 

• Due to the globalization, we are facing the same problems, lack of energy, natural 
resources, pollution, urban congestion etc, so we have to solve these problems 
together  

• exchange experience in sustainable urban development, using new technology etc 
• get to know World Expo 2010 in Shanghai and Olympic Games 2008 in Beijing 

 
What Chinese colleagues can learn from METREX 
 

• urban development processes and urban planning legal systems and laws  
• integrated regional, economic and urban development planning 
• city as the identity of people and culture, how to maintain your own culture and 

identity, how to cope it with rapid urbanization  
   

Some topics which are interesting for both Chinese Colleagues and METREX members 
  

• sustainable Urban development in relation to the climate change  
• ecological construction in building and Urban design 
• regional development, social, economic and urban development 
• conservation and preservation in different scales, in urban and rural areas 

 
Cooperation partners 
China is still a very centralized country. So the central government has much power and influence 
on everything. The urban planning organizations on national level are much more important than 
these organizations from province and city levels. 3 cities are directly under the central 
government, Beijing, Shanghai and Tianjing. Hence, the urban planning organizations from 
Shanghai are more important than these from the ones in Jiangsu province.  
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The most important Urban Planning organizations from national level. 
  

• China Ministry of Construction, 
• China Urban Planning association,  
• China Academy Urban Planning and Design 

 
 All three are located in Beijing.  

 
The following urban planning organizations are from Shanghai. 
  

• Shanghai Municipal Urban Planning Administration Bureau   
• Shanghai Urban Planning Trade Association, 
• Shanghai Municipal Housing, Land Administration and Resource  
• Shanghai Traffic Bureau and Shanghai Construction Committee.   

   
Further cooperation with Shanghai  
 
We have had a successful visit and we should continue our dialog with these organizations. The 
following activities can be proposed for the future.  
 

• invite our counter partners to join METREX meetings (twice a year)  
• organize a international conference together on the topic ‘ Climate change 

sustainable urban development and energy saving building 
• work on a real project (or research project)   

 
Cooperation with National level urban planning organizations 
 
When METREX would like to talk about these topics with China, it will not be possible to do it 
without involvement of the urban planning organizations from the national level. So it is suggested 
to invite also the important people to METREX meetings or conferences form above listed 
national level urban planning organizations. For instance, the director of China Urban Planning 
Association and the director of Department of urban Planning of the Ministry of Construction can 
be invited. They have a good overview of the urban development in whole China. 
    
It is suggested to have a Study Visit to Beijing in October 2008 or May 2009.  
 
Financial support for further cooperation with China 
 
With approval of the METREX members, funds can be raised from each member to support the 
activities. Other funds and EU subsidies can be alternatives. When Chinese colleagues come to 
Europe, most of the time they bring their own financial resources. When the meeting or 
conference will be hold in China, they can also organize it, providing manpower and locations. 
Still we need to look for financial resources in order to support all these activities.      
 
by Ms. Xiaocun Ruan 
 
Rotterdam Municipal Bureau of Urban Planning, Housing and Traffic 
The Netherlands 
 
Tel: 0031.10.4895392, 0031.70.3968706 
Email: x.ruan@dsv.rotterdam.nl; derzruan@xs4all.nl 
 
 
 
 
 



METREX Shanghai International Study Visit - 11-16 November 2007

Common pot operational costs

BUDGET

Number of paying participants: 24 METREX pays for Fred de Ruiter, Vincent Goodstadt + Marc Fermin
Number of free participants: 2 Xiaocun Ruan + Alastair Wyllie

Number of Chinese guests, Mon-Wed: 4
Number of Chinese guests, Sun, Thu + Farewell Dinner: 14

Item
# Day Item

€ per 
participant 
cost

For # of 
persons € global cost

€ per 
paying 
participant 
cost

1 Sun 11/11 Non-refundable 1 night Pacific Hotel € 80.00 26 € 86.67 
2 Sun 11/11 Welcome reception, Radisson Hotel € 22.50 40 € 37.50 
3 Mon 12/11 4 days motorcoach + city guide hire 30 € 1,500.00 € 62.50 Mon, Tue, Wed + Fri
4 Mon 12/11 Half-day conference accom, Pacific Hotel € 60.00 30 € 75.00 May be hosted by SUPB
5 Mon 12/11 Morning coffee, Pacific Hotel inc 30 May be hosted by SUPB
6 Mon 12/11 Lunch, Pacific Hotel inc 30 May be hosted by SUPB
7 Mon 12/11 Afternoon coffee, Pudong visit € 3.75 30 € 4.69 Venue to be decided
8 Mon 12/11 Dinner, Pudong visit € 37.50 30 € 46.88 Venue to be decided
9 Mon 12/11 Evening cultural event, Pudong visit € 22.50 30 € 28.13 

10 Tue 13/11 Morning coffee, SUPEC € 3.75 30 € 4.69 Shanghai Urban Planning Exhibition Centre
11 Tue 13/11 Lunch € 22.50 30 € 28.13 Venue to be decided
12 Tue 13/11 Afternoon coffee € 3.75 30 € 4.69 Venue to be decided
13 Tue 13/11 Discussion dinner € 37.50 30 € 46.88 Venue to be decided
14 Wed 14/11 Morning coffee, Deep Sea Harbour visit € 3.75 30 € 4.69 Venue to be decided
15 Wed 14/11 Lunch, DSH visit € 22.50 30 € 28.13 Venue to be decided
16 Wed 14/11 Afternoon coffee, DSH visit € 3.75 30 € 4.69 Venue to be decided
17 Thu 15/11 Full day conference accom, Pacific Hotel € 60.00 40 € 100.00
18 Thu 15/11 Chinese<>English interpreters € 525.00 € 21.88
19 Thu 15/11 Interpretation equipment hire € 3.75 40 € 6.25 
20 Thu 15/11 Morning coffee, Pacific Hotel inc 40
21 Thu 15/11 Lunch, People's Park € 22.50 40 € 37.50 
22 Thu 15/11 Afternoon coffee, Pacific Hotel inc 40
23 Thu 15/11 Evening boat trip and dinner € 45.00 40 € 75.00 



24 Fri 16/11 Morning coffee, Old Water Town visit € 3.75 30 € 4.69 Venue to be decided
25 Fri 16/11 Lunch, OWT visit € 22.50 30 € 28.13 Venue to be decided
26 Fri 16/11 Afternoon coffee, OWT visit € 3.75 30 € 4.69 Venue to be decided
27 Fri 16/11 Farewell dinner, Di Xiang Garden € 37.50 40 € 62.50 
28 Global Xiaocun Ruan fees and expenses € 12,160.80 € 506.70
29 Global Alastair Wylllie fees and expenses € 4,575.44 € 190.64
30 Global Vincent Goodstadt fees and expenses € 0.00 € 0.00 Paid by METREX
31 Global Marc Fermin fees and expenses € 0.00 € 0.00 Paid by METREX
32 Global METREX admin and promotion expenses € 0.00 € 65.47 Gifts, admin, contingency

Total EUR per paying participant cost: € 1,566.67

Balance of 5 nights at Pacific Hotel € 400.00 26 € 433.33 

Agreed price per paying participant € 2,000.00

Breakdown of chargeable coordination costs

Xiaocun Ruan fees and expenses
Inv. 04/2007, 05/06/07 € 3,065.00
Inv. 04B/2007, 05/06/07 € 831.80
June-July fees, inc. Glasgow visit € 1,500.00 3 days, inc. Glasgow visit
July expenses, Glasgow visit € 400.00 €300 + €100
August fees, inc. Shanghai visit € 0.00 7 days inc. prep and wash-up - recharge to METREX
August expenses, Shanghai visit € 0.00 €1,366 ret flights + 4 days accom - recharge to METREX
September-October fees € 1,500.00 1.5 days per month
November fees, inc. Shanghai visit € 3,500.00 7 days inc. preparation and wash-up
November expenses, Shanghai visit € 1,364.00 €764 ret flights + (6-1) nts @ €80 + €100 x 2 arrival and departure

Total: € 12,160.80

Alastair Wyllie fees and expenses
July fees € 0.00 1 day - recharge to METREX
August fees, inc. Shanghai visit € 0.00 5 days inc. preparation and wash-up - recharge to METREX
August expenses, Shanghai visit € 0.00 £875 ret flights + 4 days accom - recharge to METREX
September-October fees € 0.00 .5 day per month - recharge to METREX
November fees, inc. Shanghai visit € 3,300.00 6 days inc. preparation and wash-up
November expenses, Shanghai visit € 1,275.44 £454 ret flights + (6-1) nts @ €80 + €100 x 2 arrival and departure

Total: € 4,575.44



METREX Shanghai International Study Visit - 11-16 November 2007

Common pot operational costs

EXPENDITURE

Number of paying participants: 12 METREX pays for Vincent Goodstadt
Number of free participants: 2 Xiaocun Ruan + Alastair Wyllie

Item
# Day Item ¥ global cost £ global cost € global cost

Over / Under 
Global Budget

1 Sun 11/11 Non-refundable 1 night Pacific Hotel -¥8,000.00 € 50.46 10 participants - 4 accommodated elsewhere
2 Sun 11/11 Welcome reception, Radisson Hotel -¥7,059.21 -€ 380.00 € 141.40 
3 Mon 12/11 4 days motorcoach + city guide hire -¥5,000.00 -€ 3,715.31 -€ 4,778.73 Shanghai China Travel International
4 Mon 12/11 Half-day conference accom, SUPEC € 1,800.00 Hosted by SUPB
5 Mon 12/11 Morning coffee, SUPEC Hosted by SUPB
6 Mon 12/11 Lunch inc.
7 Mon 12/11 Afternoon coffee, Pudong visit inc.
8 Mon 12/11 Dinner, Pudong visit inc.
9 Mon 12/11 Evening Pudong entrances -¥1,600.00 € 525.09 Jin Mao Observatory + Sightseeing Tunnel

10 Tue 13/11 Morning coffee, Deep Sea Harbour visit inc.
11 Tue 13/11 Lunch, DSH visit inc.
12 Tue 13/11 Afternoon coffee, DSH visit inc.
13 Tue 13/11 Discussion dinner inc.
14 Wed 14/11 Morning coffee, Regeneration projects inc.
15 Wed 14/11 Lunch, Regeneration projects inc.
16 Wed 14/11 Afternoon coffee, Regeneration projects inc.
17 Thu 15/11 Full day conference accom, SUPEC € 2,400.00 Hosted by SUPB
18 Thu 15/11 Chinese<>English interpreters -¥28,200.00 -€ 2,117.13 Shanghai Sisu Translation Service
19 Thu 15/11 Interpretation equipment hire inc. € 150.00 
20 Thu 15/11 Morning coffee, SUPEC Hosted by SUPB
21 Thu 15/11 Lunch, SUPEC € 900.00 Hosted by SUPB
22 Thu 15/11 Afternoon coffee, SUPEC Hosted by SUPB
23 Thu 15/11 Evening boat trip and dinner -¥736.70 -€ 69.02 
24 Fri 16/11 Morning coffee, Old Water Town visit inc
25 Fri 16/11 Lunch, OWT visit inc.
26 Fri 16/11 Afternoon coffee, OWT visit inc.
27 Fri 16/11 Farewell dinner, Di Xiang Garden -¥1,386.00 -€ 129.86 
28 Global Xiaocun Ruan fees and expenses -¥5,627.00 £0.00 -€ 10,389.84 € 1,243.75
29 Global Alastair Wylllie fees and expenses -¥7,796.00 -£53.63 -€ 3,978.83 -€ 207.27 
30 Global Vincent Goodstadt fees and expenses £0.00 € 0.00 Paid by METREX
31 Global Bank charges -€ 144.82 -€ 144.82 
32 Global METREX admin and promotion expenses -£44.47 -€ 21.00 -€ 16.62 Gifts, admin, contingency

Subtotal € -€ 18,629.80 
Subtotal £ @ £ 0.728 = € 1.00 -£98.10 -€ 134.75 

Subtotal ¥ @ ¥ 10.6732 = € 1.00 -¥65,404.91 -€ 6,127.96 
Total Expenditure in € -€ 24,892.51 -€ 252.75 

Total Income in € € 17,200.00 

Global Surplus / Deficit -€ 7,692.51 



Breakdown of chargeable coordination costs

Xiaocun Ruan fees and expenses
Inv. 04/2007, 05/06/07 - Apr-May fees £0.00 initial liaison + Vicenza meeting - recharge to METREX
Inv. 04B/2007, 05/06/07 - Apr-May exps £0.00 Vicenza meeting - recharge to METREX
Inv. 07/2007, 15/08/07 - Jun-Jul fees -€ 1,537.48 3 days, inc. Glasgow meeting with METREX Secretariat
Inv. 05/2007, 07/07/07 - Jun exps -€ 831.80 Glasgow meeting with METREX Secretariat
August fees, inc. Shanghai visit £0.00 7 days inc. prep and wash-up - recharge to METREX
August expenses, Shanghai visit £0.00 €1,366 ret flights + 4 nts @ €80 + 4 days subsistence @ €100 - recharge to METREX
Inv. 09/2007, 31/10/07 - Sep-Oct fees -€ 2,827.40 1.5 days per month
Inv. 11/2007, 02/12/07 - Nov fees -€ 5,193.16 7 days inc. preparation and wash-up + translation
November expenses, Shanghai visit -¥5,627.00 accom and subsistence in Shanghai, flights paid by dS+V Rotterdam

Total: -¥5,627.00 £0.00 -€ 10,389.84 

Alastair Wyllie fees and expenses
July fees £0.00 1 day - recharge to METREX
August fees, inc. Shanghai visit £0.00 5 days inc. preparation and wash-up - recharge to METREX
August expenses, Shanghai visit £0.00 £875 ret flights + 4 nts @ €80 + 4 days subsistence @ €100 - recharge to METREX
September-October fees £0.00 .5 day per month - recharge to METREX
November fees, inc. Shanghai visit -€ 3,300.00 6 days inc. preparation and wash-up
November expenses, Shanghai visit -¥7,796.00 -£53.63 -€ 678.83 flights, accom and subsistence in Shanghai

Total: -¥7,796.00 -£53.63 -€ 3,978.83 



METREX Shanghai International Study Visit - 11-16 November 2007

List of Participants

Date 
proposed Name

City / 
Region

Date 
cancelled > 
90 days

Date 
cancelled > 
60 days

Date 
cancelled > 
30 days

Date 
cancelled < 
30 days

1 10/1/07 Alberto LEBOREIRO AMARO Madrid
18/1/07 Luisa PEDRAZZINI Lombardia 12/10/07

2 9/2/07 Linas SINKEVICIUS Vilnius
3 28/2/07 Martin AARTS Rotterdam

19/3/07 Olli LAHTINEN Helsinki 25/9/07
19/3/07 Markku LAHTI Helsinki 25/9/07
19/3/07 Douglas GORDON Helsinki 25/9/07

4 26/5/07 Jürgen LUDWIG Stuttgart
5 26/5/07 Bernd STEINACHER Stuttgart
6 26/5/07 Jean-Pierre PALISSE IAURIF
7 26/5/07 Timuçin KURT Istanbul

26/5/07 Hans SMIT Amsterdam 12/7/07
26/5/07 Zef HEMEL Amsterdam 12/7/07
26/5/07 Vincent FOURCHIER IAURIF 12/9/07
26/5/07 Gianfranco FIORA Torino 21/9/07
26/5/07 Giorgio GIANI Torino 21/9/07
26/5/07 Gilles ANTIER IAURIF 24/9/07
26/5/07 Dalila ARAÚJO Lisbon 24/9/07
26/5/07 José MINISTRO DOS SANTOS Lisbon 24/9/07
26/5/07 Magda SEGKOUNI Thessaloniki 3/10/07
25/7/07 ARPEGIO Delegate No. 1 Madrid 1/10/07
25/7/07 ARPEGIO Delegate No. 2 Madrid 1/10/07
27/7/07 Thomas BOPP Stuttgart 5/11/07 100% Paid
14/9/07 Simone HERRMANN Stuttgart 5/11/07 100% Paid

8 21/9/07 Hans HEDE Stockholm
9 25/9/07 Ugur INAN Istanbul

10 25/9/07 Ihsan ILZE Istanbul
11 25/9/07 Simsek DENIZ Istanbul

Invited Kevin REID London Declined
Invited Fred DE RUITER METREX 8/10/07
Invited Marc FERMIN METREX 24/9/07

12 Invited Vincent GOODSTADT METREX
13 Invited Xiaocun RUAN METREX
14 Invited Alastair WYLLIE METREX
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Appendix 6 
 
Washington Conference Declaration 
 

                

  

Draft: March 18, 2008 
Declaration of Cooperation  

between Metropolitan Regions and Areas  
of the United States and Europe  

 
Alexandria, Virginia, April 10, 2008 

 
REALIZING the major influence that metropolitan regions and areas in the U.S. and Europe exert 
on the economy, the environment and society; 
 
APPRECIATING the creative energies and leadership that metropolitan regions and  areas in the 
U.S. and Europe have in developing and applying environmentally friendly energy production, 
„smart growth“ landuse planning, sustainable transportation systems, and the construction of 
environmentally friendly buildings and housing; 
 
RECOGNIZING the common environmental, economic development, equity and social inclusion 
challenges that metropolitan regions and areas on both continents confront and the powerful 
innovative solutions that metropolitan areas and regions offer to address those challenges; 
 
NOTING the mutual interest in establishing and strengthening cooperation between U.S. and 
European metropolitan regions and areas and their local authorities in the exchange of 
information on all aspects of sustainable and climate-friendly development; and, 
 
TAKING INTO CONSIDERATION the advantages of cooperation between U.S. and European 
metropolitan regions and areas to exchange and apply innovative and mutually beneficial 
policies; 
 
The participants of the first U.S. – European Conference of Metropolitan Regions and Areas have 
reached the following understandings of common resolve: 
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ARTICLE I 
 
To promote the identification, review and application of innovative regional strategies and actions 
to promote sustainable and climate-friendly development, including but not limited to greenhouse 
gas reduction, energy efficiency, renewable energy, sustainable transportation and land use, and 
„green“ building policies. 
 
ARTICLE II 
 
To create and strengthen mechanisms that promote the exchange of activities, best practices and 
policies falling under Article I of this Declaration among metropolitan regions and areas in the 
U.S. and Europe. 
 
ARTICLE III 
 
To work with international organizations, national governments, local authorities, and research 
institutions to support the collection, analysis and testing of innovative climate change reduction 
and sustainable energy programs. 
 
ARTICLE IV 
 
To engage in cooperative activities under this Declaration that may consist of exchanges of 
information and technical assistance concerning the referenced fields of co-operation; exchanges 
of personnel for purposes of mutual interest including, but not limited to, study tours, workshops, 
training courses, conferences, and symposia, as mutually decided; and joint activities or projects 
subject to further development by participating metropolitan regions and areas. A list of envisaged 
short-term and long-term activities is enclosed in Annex I. 
 
Signed in Alexandria, Virginia, on this 10th day of April, 2008 
 
For the Network of European Metropolitan Regions and Areas: 
Roger Read, Secretary General 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
For the National Association of Regional Councils: 
Betty Knight, President 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
For the Northern Virginia Regional Commission: 
Gerald E. Connolly, Chairman 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
For the Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments: 
Michael Knapp, Chairman 
______________________________________________________________________  
 
For the Verband Region Stuttgart: 
Dr. Bernd Steinacher, Regionaldirektor 
______________________________________________________________________ 
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Annex I 
 
Short-term activities to possibly include: 
 

• Gathering at the next METREX conference in London, October 2008; 
• Create a joint, bi-annually distributed newsletter between U.S. and European metropolitan 

regions and areas; 
• Develop and support internet exchanges, application of video tools and development of a 

joint listserve; 
• Establish a joint website with on-line data bases for best practices case studies on climate, 

energy efficiency, watershed management, renewable energies, „green“ buildings, „smart 
growth,“ and sustainable transportation and land-use practices; 

• Inviting individual speakers to joint conferences or workshops; and, 
• Convening future bilateral conference(s) between U.S. and European metroplitan regions and 

areas that involve governmental, non-governmental, private sector, academic and research 
organizations. 

 
Long-term activities to possibly include: 
 
• Joint grant writing for additional peer-to-peer exchanges; 
• Specific technical research between universities and research institutes – with special 

emphasis on climate and sustainable energy practices aspiring to attain 80 percent emissions 
reductions by 2050; 

• Identification and implementation of regional pilot projects related to greenhouse gas 
reduction, energy efficiency, watershed management, renewable energies, „green“ buildings, 
„smart growth,“ and sustainable transportation and land-use practices; 

• Promoting mutually beneficial business co-operation in the environment, economic 
development and social incusion sectors;  

• Promoting the exchange and testing of mutually beneficial methodologies for regional 
greenhouse gas inventories. 

 

 
 
 
 
 




