
Project Market Place at XXII METREX Meeting Vicenza, Italy (25 May 2007) 
 
 
 
Name of the project/ project idea 
 
North-South Interface – Territorial TRANSNATIONAL 
Cooperation 
Key word(s) 
 
Transnational spatial cooperation; plan-led spatial cohesion; strategic projects; TGV high-
speed connectivity; spatial development corridors; innovation; exchange and dissemination 
of best practices on common issues; city-regional economic clustering; east-west interface 
with Penatagon II and Ukraine/Belo-Russia; local government governance at city-regional 
level; development of common approaches to transnational cross-border development 
strategies; effectiveness of development policies to contribute to regional modernisation 
and innovation;  
  
Aims and results of the proposed project (“What?”) 
 
Aims:  
- Territorial Cooperation programme;  
- Transnational Cooperation to develop common networks on development issues at the 
Interrface between cityregions;  
- issues of new high-speed TGV development corridors;  
- plan-led spatial cohesion and cooperation; 
- minimize urban sprawl 
- city-regional economic clustering;  
- east-west interface with (a) Pentagon II, and (b) west-east with the EU and surrounding 
territories Ukraine and Belo-Russia;  
- local government governance at city-regional level; 
 
Results:  
- integrated development of metropolitan axes across North-South EU Interface; 
- greater multimodal infrastructure and flows of transport; 
- connecting urban networks North-South 
- creating a better polycentric urban balance between Pentagon II and North-South;  
- restriction of urban sprawl 
- synchronizing plans and procedures for spatial planning (plan-led); 
- supporting projects such as the development of TGV high-speed train networks to create 
new growth poles;  
- greater cooperation at the level of governance to improve strategic approaches to 
transnational cross-border development; 
- widening the east-west interface with Ukraine and Belo-Russia 
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Purpose/background of the proposed project (“Why?”) 
 
Background: Polymetrexplus (Interreg IIIC) initiated joint RINA with city-regions across 
the North-South Interface between Helsinki; RINA project concentrated upon the spatial 
cooperation at the City and CityRegion levels; Joint-Statement of Intent agreed to further 
extend cooperation between the North-South divide in order improve the urban balance 
with Pentagon II as well as focus on the possible future growth transnationally being based 
around polycentric, compact, dense city-regions connected by high-quality public transport. 
 
Purpose: North-South EU offers the greatest potential for economic growth over the next 
50 years; in order to realise this potential there needs to be greater territoritorial 
cooperation at the spatial level to improve effectiveness of development and raise the 
modernisation process;   
 
Planned proceedings and approach (“How?”) 
 
Approach: a series of inter-city workshops at the Transnatonal level and seminars with 
key stakeholders; examination of possible joint spatial agreements.  

Which type of EU funding are you aiming at? 
 
Interreg IV B or C 

Who is already involved at this stage? What partners are you looking for in 
particular?  
 
Partners: Helsinki/ Tallinn /Riga /Vilnius /Warsaw / Budapest / Belgrade / Bucharest / 
Thessaloniki / Athens. 
 
What are the next steps? 
 
Discussion with Metrex as to possible organisational support at the centre and agree 
general project model; internal discussions between departments within the City of 
Helsinki; joint letters of intent from each participating partner 
 
 
Metropolitan Region: 
 
City of  Helsinki 

Organisation submitting the proposal: 
 
City Planning, City of Helsinki 

Contact: 
 
douglas.gordon@hel.fi

Date: 
 
Date: 7 May 2007 
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Project Market Place at XXII METREX Meeting Vicenza, Italy (25 May 2007) 
 
 
 
Name of the project/ project idea 
 
Gulf of Finland TRANSNATIONAL CONNECTIVITY 
– Spatial Planning of Development Corridors between 
Helsinki, St. Petersburg and Tallinn.  
Key word(s) 
 
Transnational Connectivity; Development Corridors, Spatial analysis; Infrastructural impact 
on transnational economies; territorial development policies and strategies; promoting 
territorial policy for polycentric development; transnational spatial cohesion; urban sprawl; 
  
 
Aims and results of the proposed project (“What?”) 
 
Aims: greater connectivity between three core city-regions; improved access to Central 
Europe for the Gulf of Finland region; better spatial integration through polycentric 
development; more territorial convergence; greater complementarity through spatial joint 
development corridors; greater emphasis on joint plan-led SMART city-regions; support for 
the Strategic planning of the Leningrad Oblast region; 
 
Results: plan-led spatial development on three core city-regions Helsinki, St.Petersburg 
and Tallinn; new Connectivity of High-Speed TGV between core city-regions at a 
Transnational level including a tunnel link between Helsinki and Tallinn; development 
corridors to highlight key new potential growth areas at the spatial level between the core 
city-regions;  
 
Purpose/background of the proposed project (“Why?”) 
 
Background: Polymetrexplus (Interreg IIIC) initiated joint RINA with core city-regions 
Helsinki, St.Petersburg and Tallinn; RINA project concentrated upon the City-Region level; 
Joint-Statement of Intent agreed to a plan-led Smart-City-Region dimension to future 
growth based round polycentric, compact, dense city-regions connected by high-quality 
public transport.  
 
Purpose:  to focus on the next level, the Transnational level; new spatially led polycentric 
connectivity innovations will increase economic growth through better organisation of 
space; tourist potential is significant; facilitate wider economic cooperation, stimulate 
convergence economically, socially, environmentally and spatial cohesiveness; and 
promote improved social and political stability to the Gulf of Finland and the EU territories. 
Planned proceedings and approach (“How?”) 
 
Approach: a series of inter-city workshops at the Transnatonal level and seminars with 
key stakeholders; examination of possible joint spatial agreements  

Which type of EU funding are you aiming at? 
 
Interreg IV B or C 
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Who is already involved at this stage? What partners are you looking for in 
particular?  
 
Partners: Helsinki, Tallinn and St. Petersburg, primarily at the City Planning level 

What are the next steps? 
 
Discussion with Metrex as to possible organisational support at the centre; internal 
discussions between departments within the City of Helsinki; joint letters of intent from 
each participating partner 
 
 
Metropolitan Region: 
 
City of Helsinki and possibly Uusimaa Regional Council 

Organisation submitting the proposal: 
 
City Planning, City of Helsinki 

Contact: 
 
douglas.gordon@hel.fi  

Date: 7 May 2007 
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Project Market Place at XXII METREX Meeting Vicenza, Italy (25 May 2007) 
 
 
 
Name of the project/ project idea 
 
Adapting Cities in a changing world 
Key word(s) 
Facts and figures, energy consumtion, energy production CO2, implementation 
spatialplanning, secnario’s, green/waterroofs 
  

Aims and results of the proposed project (“What?”) 
effects climate change has on our cities on our urban watersystems and how can we 
turn this into an opportunity 
 We have already 1. fact and figures and 2. scenario development now we are 
looking for 3.implementation of  i.e green/waterroofs,  
 
How can we reduce the ‘sources’ that contribute to climate change by a better 
Energy use 

1. fact and figures and spatial impact  (2. scenario development 
3.implementation) 

how can we turn this into an opportunity we focus on the first 
 
Purpose/background of the proposed project (“Why?”) 
Energy production and consumption. 
Climatechange is an urgent topic in todays world as it has consequences for all life. It 
requires a different way of using and producing energy. The way we use and produce 
energy has concequences for the quality of our living environment.  
Adapt to a changing world 
For Rotterdam a city at the river close to the sea it is of vital importance of how we deal 
with the effects of climate change esp. the rise of waterlevels. Our cities need to adapt and 
evolve in this. Cities are not just streetpatterns and builidngs, for many people they are a 
way of living so we need to look for different ways of travelling, transport, housing, working 
etc. 
How can we adapt succesfully  and turn the whole thing aroun, make it an opportunity for 
our cities, as quick as possible  without going bankrupt. 
Planned proceedings and approach (“How?”) 
For the waterstudy part 3.implementation of water / greenroofs and or watersquares 
For the energystudy  part 1. study facts and figures and the spatial impact of this  

Which type of EU funding are you aiming at? 
Waterstudy implementation Interreg IV A  (maritime program) 
Waterstudy Interreg IVB  
Energystudy Interreg IV C 
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Who is already involved at this stage? What partners are you looking for in 
particular?  
No one yet 

What are the next steps? 
Funding for the energy proposal study than  
(2. scenario development 3.implementation) 
 
 
Additional information (if necessary) 
The total range of topics concerning climate change is enormous therefor we need to 
choose what to focus on for the benefit of our cities for today and in the future. 
We distinguish two main approaches in this: 
 

1. focus on reducing the human ‚’source or accelarator’ of climatechange ;CO2. What 
can be done, in what proportions. How do we incorporate this? What does this 
mean for our cities, what does it mean for the way we live there, what does it mean 
for spatial planning. We need to have more precise information of what we are 
dealing with.What’s the challenge we face? 

2. focus on adapting to the effects of climate change Water is in this a keyissue, 
rising sealevels, changing river discharge regimes, changing rainfall 
patterns, sewer systems which have reached their limits, watershortages 
etc.again what’s the challenge we face? 

 
Metropolitan Region: 
Rotterdam 

Organisation submitting the proposal: 
DS+V gemeente Rotterdam 

Contact: 
Nico Tillie 
N.tillie@dsv.rotterdam.nl 

Date: 
9th of may 2007 
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Name of the project/ project idea 
 
Activating local capital – the ALC project 
Key word(s) 
Public real estate management, public shares, public real estate funds,  civil funds, local 
foundations, honorary action, civil society, non-market exchange 
  

Aims and results of the proposed project (“What?”) 
• Development of new financial products as pilot projects which combine the 

interests of investors and local autorities 
• Development of new networks of actors 
• Empowerment of civil society 
• Changing the logic of local policy 
• Development of two guideline books. In the first one there will be a comparison of 

the different national laws and traditions which are constraining or enabling such 
products. In the second one different traditions of community action are to be 
compared. The possibilities to strengthen these structures is one central aim of the 
project. 

• Up to 4 transnational conferences 
• Up to 3 international working groups(financial products, third sector, public sector) 

 
 
Purpose/background of the proposed project (“Why?”) 
Mostly, tax incomes are the base for the local budgets. The communities were confronted 
with decreasing incomes from business taxes or income taxes. Additionally they were 
faced with new problems.  
Over the last 60 years European local authorities accumulated several forms of capital 
(infrastructures, real estate, non-physical rights etc.) which are not used in an active sense. 
The ALC-project wants to try to bring this capital in action to reach a better financial base 
for the communities. 
Since about 10 years there exists the debate on civil engagement. One aim of the project 
is to rise up financial resources by connecting new financial instruments and structures of 
the civil society. This could be a process beside the formal state organization 
 
Planned proceedings and approach (“How?”) 

• Transnational exchange in conferences and international project working groups 
• Development of regional pilot projects with regional partners from public sector, 

third sector and financial professionals 
• Linking policy with third sector in a formal way  
• Development of local budgets for civil engagement 

Which type of EU funding are you aiming at? 
Interreg IVB/C, URBACT 



 2

Who is already involved at this stage? What partners are you looking for in 
particular?  
Local partners (banks, real estate developers), we are looking for partners in metropolitan 
areas NEW(Interreg IVB), partners all over Europe 

What are the next steps? 
• Development of an abstract 
• Finding regional and international partners 
• Harmonizing inputs from different partners 
• Meeting to prepare an application 
• Writing an application until 2008 

Additional information (if necessary) 

Metropolitan Region: 
Frenkfurt/Rhein-Main 

Organisation submitting the proposal: 
Planungsverband Ballungsraum Frankfurt/Rhein-Main 

Contact: 
Stefan Boehm-Ott, Stefan.boehm-ott@planungsverband.de, phone: 00496925771618 

Date: 
10.05.2007 
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Name of the project/ project idea 
 
Revitalisation of abandoned shops and public space in inner 
cities, town quarters and deprived areas 
Key word(s) 
Regional economy, attractive and cohesive cities, employment/entrepreneurship/human 
capital, ppp,  
  

Aims and results of the proposed project (“What?”) 
Revitalisation of abandoned shops,  
Empowerment/jobs of local people,  
Investments and maintenance in/of public space,  
Promotion of specialised clusters 
Opening social services and small business, crafts, arts, industries and trade to the public 
space and community 

Purpose/background of the proposed project (“Why?”) 
As a result of the concentration of retail in larger shops, out-of-town or in-town shopping 
centers or shopping clusters, more and more smaller shops are running empty without 
reuse.  
Often, at the same time, the public space degrades. There exist different strategies to 
answer this bad process. The Project will gather such strategies and combine them for a  
vital development of town quarters.  

Planned proceedings and approach (“How?”) 
Combining various EU and national funds:  
- Exchange and development of Ideas within a Interreg IVC or Urbact network 
- Investments funded by EFRE, national urban development funds 
- Employment funded e.g. by ESF 
- Regional programmes, Funds and law-based initiatives like "Inge" in Hesse 

Which type of EU funding are you aiming at? 
Varios: Interreg IVC or Interreg IVB and/or Urbact and/or Efre and/or ESF and/or ERP 
and other economic development funds 

Who is already involved at this stage? What partners are you looking for in 
particular?  
At this stage idea only.  We are looking for partners who are involved in urban 
renewal processes and development of small entrepreneurships 

What are the next steps? 
Searching for partners, development of strategy and design of the project 
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Additional information (if necessary) 

Metropolitan Region: 
Frankfurt/Rhein.-Main 

Organisation submitting the proposal: 
Planungsverband Ballungsraum Frankfurt/Rhein-Main 

Contact: 
beate.huf@planungsverband.de 

Date: 
3.5.2007 

 
 
 

 
 



 1

 
 
Name of the project/ project idea 
 
Shaping of European Cooperation Centres on the Example of 
the Kraków-Upper Silesia Cluster (KRUS) 
Key word(s) 
 
Networking, crossborder cooperation, interregional cohesion    

Aims and results of the proposed project (“What?”) 
 
There is yet another area which may become an important and large polycentric 
region in Central Europe. That area is determined by a conventional line 
connecting Kraków, Częstochowa, Opole, Ostrava and Bielsko-Biała – Kraków, 
and its central part is occupied by the Upper Silesia Metropolitan Area.That 
polycentric area has been called the Kraków-Upper Silesia (KRUS) Cluster. That 
type of an intensively urbanised system of towns and cities can operate as a spatial 
organisation characterised by a functional distribution of work, economic and 
spatial integration and political cooperation.  
 
The fundamental goals of identifying the KRUS Cluster are as follows: 
- to increase the level of competitiveness in reply to the globalisation 
challenges 
- to strengthen the "network cooperation of cities" polycentric development 
of the EU territory and  to increase the potential of large cities, 
agglomerations and metropolises as the main actors, capable of diffusing 
growth to their environments. 
. 
Purpose/background of the proposed project (“Why?”) 

 
Numerous European initiatives, e.g. previously ESDP1, followed by ESPON2 

and PolyMETREX plus, to mention but a few, indicate the need to shape the social 
and economic capabilities of cities and towns and their complexes as polycentric 
systems (Fig. 1). The European polycentricity means: cooperation and bonds 
between urbanized areas in aim to increase their competitiveness and the 
connection between peripheral urbanized areas and the main European and global 
centres that allow the former to be integrated with the dynamically developing 
global economies. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
1 European Spatial Development Perspective  
2 European Spatial Planning Observatory Network 
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Fig. 2. Polycentric urbanized functional areas 
Source: ESPON 2006 
 
The European Union is facing the necessity to verify its cohesion policy, 

which results form many premises, including a better instrumentalization of the 
Lisbon and Gothenburg Strategy. Although dofinansowanie of the poorest regions 
will probably remain one of the most important objectives of the Union, still more 
and more EU funds will be allocated towards the improvement of the external 
competitiveness of the EU. Considerable part of those resources will be allocated 
to supporting the development of the largest urban centres. That is why many 
countries try to increase the potential of such centres through "grouping" them and 
supplementing their potentials, including the formation of "urban networks". 

The examples which are worth consideration as role models may be e.g. the 
Delta Metropolis (Amsterdam, Rotterdam, the Hague and Utrecht), the Centropa 
(Vienna and Bratislava), the Saxon Triangle (Chemnitz, Dresden, Halle, Leipzig 
and Zwickau), or the Oresund (Kopenhaga, Malmo, Ystad).  
 
Planned proceedings and approach (“How?”) 
The following shall be required to attain those objectives:  
- To overcome regional and local social divisions;  
- To stress co-operation in the selected areas that are essential for the qualitative 
development of the Kraków-Upper Silesia Cluster;  
- To lobby for multi-lateral strengthening of our areas in both national and 
European organisations to attain high absorbability of aid resources and fast 
development;  
- To create and conduct joint projects to increase the acquisition of EU aid 
resources. 
- To build institutions that foster cooperation. 
 
Which type of EU funding are you aiming at? 
INTERREG IV 
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Who is already involved at this stage? What partners are you looking for in 
particular?  
Partners involved to co-operation so far: marshals of regions: Malopolska, Silesia, 
Opolskie, president of Moravian-Silesian Region. Presidents of cities: : Kraków, 
Częstochowa, Opole, Bielsko Biała, Ostrava, Katowice. 
 
What are the next steps?  
1 June 2007 year will take place conference organized by Institute of Urban 
Development and marshal of Silesia Region for involved to co-operation marshals 
and presidents of regions and cities. During this conference "Declaration of co-operation in 
the Krakow-Upper Silesia Cluster” will be signed. Panels of experts be appointed which 
they will work out the ways of achieving  aims of KRUS Cluster. Co-operation will be 
institutionalized, co-ordinating and supporting institution will be indicate. 
  
Additional information (if necessary) 
The KRUS Cluster connects Polish and Czech regions. It concentrates the largest 
population in that part of Europe: more than 7.5 million people (including nearly 
20% of the population from Poland). The axes of that system are the existing A4 
east-west motorway and the designed A1 south-north motorway. A special asset of 
that area is its diverse but complementary and dense urban network, especially in 
the Upper Silesia Metropolitan Area, as well as in the Rybnik Coal Mining Centre 
and the Ostrava-Karvina Industrial Basin. 

 
Fig 2. The KRUS Cluster Area 
 
Such a concentration of urban centres provides a great opportunity for creating a 
certain counterbalance to other developing settlement systems. At the same time, it 
causes the necessity of taking concerted actions by the local authorities, however, 
considerably extending beyond the jurisdictions of particular towns, counties and 
even regions. The increase of the competitive edge of particular towns and cities 
located in the area in question depends, to a large extent, on the success of their 
joint projects.  
The cooperation in four areas: transportation, economy, human resources and 
environmental protection is of special significance to the development of particular 
towns and cities and the whole KRUS Cluster system 
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Metropolitan Region:  
Kraków-Upper Silesia Cluster (KRUS) 

Organisation submitting the proposal: 
Institute of Urban Development 

Contact: 
Institute of Urban Development 
30-015 Kraków, ul. Cieszyńska 2 
tel.: (012) 634-29-53 
fax: (012) 633-94-05 
e-mail: sekretariat@irm.krakow.pl; jarczewski@poczta.fm 
www//irm.krakow.pl  
Prof. Zygmunt Ziobrowski 
Dr Wojciech Jarczewski 
 
Date: 10.05.2007  

 
 
 

 
 






